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Yes, souls dear to our hearts live by illusions*
Why snatch these illusions away? Science can
continue its course freely, without striving to
destroy the things which do not impede its path.
It needs neither persecution nor proselytism. Its
victories are invading contemporary mentality.
By the natural force of things, they will elimin-
ate from it all that is not in harmony with its pre-
cise truths. But spirituM^tic philosophy is not
incompatible with scientific ^method. Witness
Pasteur, Darwin, and so many other scientists who
are so imbued with " religiousness."

VII. Dogmatic religions are also wrong in
seeking to struggle against lay morality. The
latter takes the place of religious morality when the
other weakens or disappears. Social harmony
requires their mutual respect. Mankind can exist
only upon moral foundations. Why discredit
those of science and of experience, if a portion of
the nation must live by these latter? In the same
way it is dangerous to attempt to destroy religious
morality if the ground is not ready to receive the
seeds of the other form. Both have sufficient
cause for mutual respect. Guyot justly says:
"The false, even the absurd, has always played so
prominent a part in human affairs that it would
certainly be dangerous to exclude it at any time."